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Report on Cemetery Activities 2022 and Plans for 2023 

February 2023 

The Statement of Finances for 2022 on the reverse side reflects the current status of our Cemetery Accounts.  The Cemetery 
Committee met three times in 2022 to review activities and plan for the future.  

To address some typical questions that come up from time to time we have included some explanations here………. 

1. The most recent version of our cemetery by-laws, as filed with the Provincial Ministry, dated to 2016. A copy of these may be 
downloaded from the parish website, or, obtained from one of the Cemeterians listed at the bottom of the page. 

2. A question that comes up more often than others is about Interment Rights.  Please note that Interment Rights may be 
purchased by parishioners and former parishioners only.  An eligibility document explaining our rationale may be 
downloaded from the parish website.  

Comments on 2022 Statement of Finances Items 

1. The high cost of Machinery Repairs, Maintenance and Parts was primarily (about 95%) for repairs to the Husqvarna zero-
turn.  The replacement electric clutch alone cost $2300.  This unit was turned over for church use.  Future maintenance will 
be parish responsibility.  Ownership still remains with the cemeteries.  In view of the ongoing maintenance cost of this unit, 
the Cemetery Committee decided to  acquire a Kubota zero-turn to be used solely by cemetery staff. 

2. One of the outstanding cheques is in the amount of $3700 (part of the C/M $8790) which was sent to TD Wealth Trust. 

Cemetery Activities 

One of the three meetings that the Cemetery Committee had in 2022 was to do a Safety Audit of St. Stanislaus Kostka Cemetery 
on Church Street.  As a result, the following actions have taken in 2022, or will take place in 2023 and 2024.   

1. Nine monuments had to be lain on the ground because of safety concerns. These monuments were reattached to their 
foundations/bases, and in some cases new foundations poured.  This work cost $2,672.45 and was performed by Campbell 
Monuments of Pembroke. 

2. Twelve monuments need remedial work which will be done in 2023.  The purpose is to preserve the structural and aesthetic 
properties of the monuments.  Some of these require more work than others.  We have received a grant from Campbell-Craft 
Funding for this work.  Our portion of the cost will be 25% of the total cost of repairs, which in our case turns out to be 
$1,783.  We thank Campbell Monuments for this funding assistance in maintaining the integrity of our monuments. 

3. Three monuments are beyond repair but to preserve the historical aspect of them they will be removed and the information 
transferred onto flat marker monuments in 2024.  We hope to get some granting for this as well.  

We will be doing a Safety Audit of St. Mary’s Cemetery this year.  These Safety Audits are mandated by the Bereavement 
Authority of Ontario, the provincial governing body for cemeteries.  If you receive a notice about your family’s monument 
needing attention please do not be alarmed.  The main reason is to ensure the safety of you, and the public, when visiting our 
cemeteries.  Remedial work done now will not only ensure safety for everyone but avoid more costly and extensive repair work 
in the future.     

The Cemetery Committee will be placing upwards of 45 wooden cedar crosses at St. Stanislaus Kostka Cemetery this year.  
Lawrence Coulas has fabricated these and our CNC machine is helping to make the script engraving much easier.  Pastway 
Planing, with the assistance of Xavier Hudder, will be pressure treating the crosses to prevent moss build up on them.   

Other Topics 

The returns of the Survey of Proposal for St. Mary’s Cemetery that went out last year were few and somewhat inconclusive in 
content.  We thank those that responded and we will definitely take note of your responses.  A decision on the columbarium and 
the other proposals has not been made yet but the topic will be reviewed at the first committee meeting of 2023. 

The Cemetery Committee is very pleased with the helpful donations that it received in 2022.  Of the $5,190 in donations, one 
was from the Estate of Mary Kuiack in the amount $2300.  A huge note of thanks to all the donors.  Funds from donations 
augment our operating funds which come only from sale of Interment Rights and interest from investments.  To make it easy to 
donate “In Memory” or “In Honour” of someone, you can download a Donation Form from our webpage at stmaryswilno.com/
cemeteries.html,  eTransfer to  stmaryscemeteries@gmail.com, or simply place your donation in an envelope, with details, and 
drop in the collection basket.   All donors will receive a Tax Deductible receipt at the beginning of the donation year. 

In closing, please reach out to one of our Cemeterians if you have any questions about cemetery operations or concerns, or 
something to suggest.  They are Julie Ann Yaskolskie, Christine Recoskie, Richard Shulist, Lawrence Coulas, David Burchat or Ed 
Chippior.   Each one of us is engaged in making this aspect of our parish work effectively.  We hope you feel our cemeteries are 
being well looked after.  Our email is  stmaryscemeteries@gmail.com 


